
 

 

 

PILIS BIOSPHERE RESERVE - PROGRESS REPORT 2016 

 

Summary (Extract from the follow-up report) 

 
In response to the voluntary report of the biosphere Reserves of Hungary, the 

UNESCO’s Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences, (by letter dated on 22nd of June 
2016), informed the Hungarian National Council of the results of the deliberations of the 
International Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves (IACBR), which met at 
UNESCO Headquarters from 17 to 20 March 2014 to consider proposals for new bio-
sphere reserves and extensions to biosphere reserves, that are already part of the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR), as well as our periodic review report. 
 

The MAB Council acknowledged that our authorities provided the PBR’s man-
agement plan that has been finalized with the professional cooperation of the BR manag-
ing organizations in 2015. The MAB Council also welcomed the proposal for changes in 
zonation but noted that the revision is in planning process. The Council requested addi-
tional information on the rationale for the planning. It further encouraged the authori-
ties to work on the zonation and to provide a zonation map with clear boundaries.  
 

In accordance with the recommendations of the MAB Council’s Advisory Commit-
tee, and the MAB Secretariat Assistance, concerning the Pilis Biosphere Reserve, we suc-
ceeded to make progress on three main subjects: 

 re-designing the zonation system,  
 strengthening international cooperation and placing special emphasis on 

stakeholder involvement  
 structural changes in the decision-making system. 

 
Beside this, in order to enhance and make visible the Hungarian efforts in the in-

ternational MAB community, substantial networking was carried out with UNESCO-
MAB. Close contact was established with the Programme Specialist for UNESCO-MAB, 
during a personal meeting held in Visegrád, Hungary, on 27th of April, 2015). Ms. 
Bouamrane supported the Hungarian efforts and provided valuable suggestions on how 
the Hungarian MAB programme could proceed in the future. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
Re-designing the zonation system 
 

Considering that PBR is an “old generation” biosphere reserve  established before 
the 1995 delivery of the Seville strategy, in response to the ongoing revision of the 
UNESCO standards, the responsible organizations had to make a comprehensive revi-
sion on this biosphere reserve, basically on its zonation system. At the original designa-
tion the zonation system could not follow completely the classical designation practice 
for biosphere reserves, due to the developmental specialties of the BR’s region. In many 
cases almost untouched, valuable areas can be found here surrounded and bordered up-
on by urban areas with intensive usage. The core zones designated in these areas were 
not always surrounded by a buffer zone, because the designation of buffer zone would 
have caused the territorial reduction of the core zone itself. The core zones were desig-
nated only on strictly protected areas. 
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The zonation system of Pilis BR has been under a modification procedure since 
2012 in line with the statutory framework. Stakeholders were involved in the planning 
discussions held about re-designing. The different zones of the biosphere reserve have 
been identified and mapped, buffer and transition zones have been re-planned to pro-
mote sustainable development and preservation of the core area.  

The management organizations had to take into account that the zonation pro-
cess should be carried out in a participative way, involving all relevant stakeholders in 
this important development phase.  

In 2015, in accordance with the recommendations of the UNESCO, negotiations 
were launched to convince the local governments to join the PBR with the whole or the 
part of the settlements’ administrative area. The PBRs management organizations were 
draw an overview of the relevant stakeholders and to analyze their relationship to the 
PBR.  
 
Lessons learned and results 
 

The management team took into account that - in general - during the develop-
ment process in many cases local stakeholders, especially landowners, are afraid that 
the designation of protected areas will lead to limitations in their land use. 
In this case, the positive attitude of the municipalities indicated a very good starting po-
sition for the re-zonation process. 
Among the requested 16 municipalities 14 were definitely interested in cooperation and 
in the re-designing of the zonation system. The discussion, this step-by-step personal 
partnership building procedure with the municipalities finally led to the expansion of 
the transition zone.  

The new zonation system created as a result of negotiations shows, that the core, 
buffer and transition zones have been re-planned to promote sustainable development 
and preservation of the core area. 
Annex 1 reflects the previous state of the zonation system and the map of the current 
state, the PBR’ s restructured zonation map with clear boundaries, fulfilling the Seville 
Strategy. 
 
Strengthening international cooperation 
 

Progress has been made on international cooperation building as well. The PBR 
management staff reached the conclusion that for the improvement of the PBR it will be 
necessary and useful to create mutual international cooperation. The aim of this project 
is the technical support and the information exchange among the BRs to promote the 
functional improvement of the PBR’s management.  
In 2016 the management team visited four foreign biosphere reserves with the aim of 
forming international cooperation, and learning good practices and experiences: 
 
Wienerwald Biospharenpark (Austria) 

The Wienerwald Biospharenpark (WWBP) was chosen as partner of PBR due to 
its geographical proximity and its mutual understanding of modern BR functioning. Both 
the PBR and the WWBP are in the vicinity of a capital city, which causes similar chal-
lenges in both cases. The management team made a personal visit in the Wienerwald Bi-
ospharenpark on the 6th of April 2016. The main goal was to get to know the WWBP’s 
zonation system and their management activities. Based on the geographical similarities 
and close location of the two BR’s, it was concluded that there is an existing opportunity 
for strengthening co-operation between Wienerwald and Pilis through mutual visits, 
regular meetings, and the exchange of good practices. 
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Polana Biosphere Reserve (Slovakia) 
On the 24th of August 2016 the delegation of the PBR’s Council visited the Polana 

Biosphere Reserve in Zvolen, Slovakia, to discuss the possibilities of the cooperation. 
The Polana and the Pilis BR have similarities in their geographical situation and the for-
est coverage, so our management activities are comparable. On the negotiation the part-
ners decided to prepare a Slovak-Hungarian cross-border INTERREG SHKU project to-
gether. The main objectives of the project are to involve the local communities in the 
BR’s activities, and to establish e.g. touristic developments. On the 15th of September 
2016 the Slovak partner visited the PBR and we and further project consultations were 
held. The deadline for submission is 31st of October 2016. 

 

 
Project consultation in Esztergom (15.09.2016)  

Polana BR (Slovakia) - Pilis BR  
 

Entlebuch Biosphere Reserve (Switzerland) 
Colleagues of the PBR staff have visited the Entlebuch Biosphere Reserve, Swit-

zerland, on May 11, 2016. The purpose of the study visit was to learn from the challeng-
es and solutions of the only Swiss BR. The trip included a visit to the Biosphere Centre in 
Schlüpfheim, where scientific co-ordinator Florian Knaus held an introductory presenta-
tion concerning the management of the BR, its current and past issues. Focus was given 
to the participatory approaches, collaboration with UNESCO, organization and financing 
of the BR (sponsoring, product marketing, volunteer works, etc.). The seminar was fol-
lowed by a guided sight visit to Heiligkreuz, a cultural and spiritual monument of 
Entlebuch. Here the possibilities to use synergies of tourism and conservation have been 
discussed. 

 
Carpathian Biosphere Reserve (Ukraine) 

On September 2 this year, four experts of the PBR management organization par-
ticipated on the international scientific-practical conference ‘Environmental, social and 
economic aspects of the Maramures border region development’ in Rakhiv, Ukraine. The 
event was organized and hosted by the Carpathian Biosphere Reserve as the celebration 
of the 45th anniversary of UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme. Two presentations 
were held – one on cross-border cooperation in the field of nature conservation (HU-
SK), the other on a new municipal solid waste management system introduced to the ru-
ral environment of Harghita County, RO. On September 2-3, the staff of 30 people visited 
two nature trails in the pristine beech forest of Transcarpathia. 
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As a considerable progress, on 14th of June 2016, a Memorandum of under-
standing for cooperation in the field of nature conservation was signed with the Car-
pathian Biosphere Reserve. The cooperation partners declare their interest for coopera-
tion on the field of nature conservation and further development of the Carpathian Bio-
sphere Reserve and the Pilis Biosphere Reserve. In compliance with the Memorandum, 
the partners are interested in the exchange of experience in the management of bio-
sphere reserves. As one from the important topics, a closer cooperation to develop eco-
tourism has been identified of interest of both sides. Exchange of relevant information, 
regular joint meetings, study visits are foreseen. 
 
For each of these four foreign biosphere reserves, the experiences hopefully foreshadow 
a long-term cooperation. 
 
Placing special emphasis on stakeholder involvement - structural changes in the 
decision –making system 
 

In accordance with the recommendations of the MAB Council’s Advisory Commit-
tee, the PBR’s management organizations continued the determined attempt to place 
special emphasis on stakeholder involvement. The target is to shift the management of 
the PBR’s areas to a broader conceptual and practical approach including sustainable 
use and participation processes (bottom-up approach). For this purpose, major struc-
tural changes have been made in the PBR’s decision –making system.  

 
The most significant change is that the coordination board of the PBR was 

established under the name “Forum for biosphere of the Pilis”. As a result of the 
successful negotiation process from 2014, the first, inaugural meeting was convened in 
the Mogyoróhegyi forest school in Visegrád, Hungary, on the 17th of June, 2016. The 
meeting was organized by the management organizations of the PBR, where the Hungar-
ian National MAB Committee, the mayors of the PBR’s 16 municipalities, the main local 
nature conservation and educational organizations and the local NGOs were invited.  

The Forum was welcomed by Prof. Miklós Réthelyi,  
the president of the Hungarian National Comission for UNESCO 

 
The international contact person of the Wienerwald Biospharenpark (WWBP) 

was invited to the meeting. The main goal was to get to know the WWBP’s experiences 
in the establishment procedure of their biosphere reserve. 

 The presentation was very helpful to convince the mayors, the local decision-
makers about the benefits of participating, being a part of a biosphere reserve.  
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The presentation of Mr. Christian Diry (Wienerwald Biospharenpark, Austria)  
on the Forum 

 
Results 
 
On this inaugural meeting the coordination board of the PBR was elected. Its members 
are:  

 the delegate of the Hungarian National MAB Committee 
 one representative of the Danube-Ipoly National Park Directorate (organiza-

tion responsible for nature conservation),  
 one representative of the Pilis Park Forestry (organization responsible for 

forest management), 
 the mayor of Esztergom and the representative of the main local NGO, the En-

vironment Association.  
 the representative of Esztergomi Környezetkultura Egyesület (as the elected 

representative of the NGOs). 
 

As a result of the consultations, on the meeting the participants accepted and 
signed the Cooperation Agreement (named “Agreement for the operation of the Forum 
for the Pilis Biosphere”) that regulates the PBR’s operation (See Annex 2). 

In September 2016 a free family day titled Dömösi Zöld Forgatag was organized. 
The goal of the event was to represent the natural and cultural assets of the region.  The 
participants could attend guided tours, wild animal shows, bird ringing and other pro-
grams for adults and children. The event was a big opportunity for the local producers, 
who farming in the transition zone, to gain awareness to their activity and introduce 
their products.  

Family Day Event “Dömösi Zöld Forgatag” 
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The Steering Committee of the PBR held its first formal meeting at Esztergom 

town hall (12. September 2016). The representatives made authorized decisions, as fol-
lows: 
 The Steering Committee accepted the updated version of the PBR’s 2016 progress report. 

 The Steering Committee discussed the opportunities the outlined Slovak-Hungarian 

INTERREG project. 

 The Steering Committee supports the international co-operations that have been al-

ready launched. 

 After the Forum (held on the 17th of April 2016) several municipalities and NGOs 

expressed their intention to join the PBR Forum and the PBR’s activities. Their inten-

tion is fostered by the Steering Committee. 

 
  
 

 
Transparent about the joining municipalities in the PBR 
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Annex 1.  
 

Former zonation of the Pilis Biosphere Reserve (2013.) 
 

Actual and approved zonation of the Pilis Biosphere Reserve (2016.) 
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Annex 2. Cooperation Agreement for the Biosphere of Pilis 
“Agreement for the operation of the Forum for the Pilis Biosphere” 
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KISKUNSAG BIOSPHERE RESERVE – PROGRESS REPORT 

 

Summary (Extract from the follow-up report) 

 

 

In 2014-2015 the zonation of the biosphere reserve was revised based on the recom-

mendations of the UNESCO MAB ICC and the MAB Secretariat. A new zone system was 

designated, paying a special attention to connecting patches of the biosphere reserve in order 

to unite the different clusters into one entity. The new zonation and the new transition zone 

effects nine municipalities (Annex 3.). The management of the biosphere reserve starts con-

sultations with the mayors of the nine municipalities related to the new zonation in the near 

future. 

After a preparation period, the specific management plan was finalized in 2015 for the       

biosphere reserve. 

 

In 2016 (Lima, Peru) the International Co-Ordinating Council acknowledged the      

receipt of a zonation map prepared and it welcomed the finalization of a management plan for 

the entire area. The map was recommended to be shared with local municipalities for consul-

tation and the revised zonation was requested to be submitted by authorities by September 

30th to be endorsed by the MAB Council.  
 

By taking into consideration of the Seville Strategy and the recommendations of the 

Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves the possible future of KBR was analysed. It was 

concluded that its operation needs fundamental reforms.  

 
 
Lessons learned and results 
 

 

After careful preparative work, which included the distribution of written information 

on the bioshpere reserve as well as personal visits to the mayors of stakeholder municipalities, 

a seminar was organised on June 27, 2016 as one of the main step in the process for a more 

active involvement of local municipalities in the activities of KBR.  

Mayors and interested members of the elected assembly of all those municipalities 

were invited where part of the core zone or the buffer zone of KBR lays within the town’s 

zone of jurisdiction. Presentations were given on the structure of UN, UNESCO, MAB, the 

National committees of UNESCO, and the national MAB committee, on the activity and de-

velopment plans of the national park as well as a review on the potentials of ecotourism for 

municipalities and the planned zonation was presented to local municipalties.  

 

A Cooperation Agreement (named: Agreement for the operation of the “Forum of 

the Kiskunság Biospehere”) was opened for signature to the invited municipalities (it has 

been signed (Annex 4.) so far by representatives of the following eight towns: Bugac, Bu-

gacpusztaháza, Csengőd, Fülöpháza, Izsák, Kaskantyú, Kunszentmiklós, Szabadszállás (non-

core or non-buffer zones of the signatory towns form the transitional zone of KBR).  

 

The transition zone surrounds and connects the core zone and buffer zone. Personal 

visits to the remaining municipalities (especially to Apaj, Fülöpszállás, Orgovány and Bócsa) 

involved are scheduled for the rest of the autumn so they receive further information on KBR 

and invitation to participate in the Forum.  
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Within the framework of the Forum a 20% discount on programs to schools of the bio-

sphere reserve is offered by the national park directorate, participation in the nature conserva-

tion environmental education of local schools, pro bono provision of temporary exhibition 

materials in the topic of environmental education, technical—and depending on available 

sources, financial—help for constructing educational trails, signposting the KBR, help to de-

velop the style and face of the municipality, opportunity for consultation with the experts of 

the national park directorate about ecological farming, nature conservation projects, etc.   

A biosphere reserve prize is also planned to the best farmers of the KBR with an ex-

emplary activity in the field of ecological farming or ecological landscape use. In return, mu-

nicipalities shall support with their own tools the activity of the biosphere reserve in the 

preservation of nature values, awareness raising in environmental or nature conservation is-

sues, distribution of methods of eco- and nature friendly farming. 

To form a link between higher forums (the National MAB Committee, the UNESCO 

MAB Secretariate, the EUROMAB meetings) and to make proposals, recommendations to 

decision makers as well as to invite members of the KBR Forum at least once a year for an 

assembly an Advisory Body of five people will be responsible, which consists of representa-

tives of the municipalities, the MAB National Committee and the Kiskunság National Park 

Directorate. 

 
 

 
Signing of the Agreement for the operation of the “Forum of the Kiskunság Biospehere”  

Mayors of local municipalities 
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Annex 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former zonation of the Kiskunság Biosphere Reserve (2013.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actual and approved zonation of the Kiskunság Biosphere Reserve (2016.) 
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Annex 4. Cooperation Agreement for the Biosphere of Kiskunság 
„The Agreement for the operation of the Forum for the Kiskunság Biosphere” 
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