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BARLANG _FPELM ERESI JEGYZOKONYV
A barlang ne Gortani
Felmérte: Nyerges Attila, Blekes Balazs, Bdrcosdk Péter
Felmérési eszkdzdk:
Jegyzdkdnyv:
r T Ll I T I I T
| I | |Irény- | Emel- | | Végpont | Hurokhiba [
| Ponttdl [Pontig | Tavolsag| szdg | kedés | Megjegyzés | ; - f . | |
| | | (m) | (fok) | (fok) | | X (D-B) | ¥ (K-Ny)| Z (mag.) | | | |
f I } } } f f i f f ; f {
| o | 1| 8.50 | 216.0 | -7.0 |P200-as akna teteje | -6.83| 4.96| -1.04| | | |
| 1| P 3.20 | 114.0 | 1%.0 | | -8.08| 2.19| .01 | | |
| 2 | 3| 4.43 | 160.0 | 7.0 | | -12,19 | .69 .55] | | |
| 3| 4 | 10.50 | 141.5 | .0 | | -20.41| -5.85]| .55 | | |
| 4 | 5 | 9.21 | 140.0 | 2.8 | | -27.46| -11.7s| .87| | |
| 5 &5 | 2.38 | s80.0 | 36.5 | | -27.12| -13.65| 2.28] | |
| 6 | 7 2.92 | 145.0 | .0 | | -29.52]| -15.32| 2.28| | | |
| 7 | g | 5.45 | 204.0 | .0 | | -34.49| -13.10| 2.28] | | |
| 8 | 9 | 3.43 | 102.0 | 4.0 | | ~35.21| -16.45] 2.52| | | |
| 9 | 10 | 1.92 | 191.0 | -139.0 | | -36.99| -16.10| 1.90| | | |
| 10 | 11 | 5.50 | 109.0 | -4.0 | | -38.77| -21.29| 1.51] | |
| 11 | 12 | 11.62 | 7s5.0 | 2.0 | | -35.77| -32.51]| 1.92] | | |
| 12 | 13 | 7.30 | 101.0 | -1.0 | | -37.16| -39.67| 1.79]| | |
| 13| 14 | 3.95 | 68.5 | 10.0 | | -35.74| -43.29| 2.48| | |
| I I I [ | | | | I I I |
| I I | | I | | I I I I I
| 14 | 14.01| 10.15 | 127.0 | 12.0 | | -41.71| -51.22| 4.59| | | |
| 14.01] 14.02| 5.00 | 205.0 | 15.0 | | -46.09| -49.18| 5.88| | |
| 14.02| 14.03| 4.80 | 248.0 | .0 | | -47.89| -44.73| 5.88| | |
| I | | | | I [ | | | | [
| | I | | I | | I | I I |
| 14 | 15 | 2.53 | 73.0 | -4.0 |Fekete sas sdros utca | -35.00| -45.71| 2.30| | | |
| 15 | 16 | 1.50 | .0 | -90.0 | | -35.00| -45.71]| .80| | | |
| 16 | 57 B 2.25 | 9s.0 | N | -35.31]| -47.94| .80]| | | |
| 17 | 18 | 1.95 | 16.0 | .0 | | -33.44| -48.47| .80| | | |
| 18 | 1% | 1.%0 | 93.0 | .0 | | -33.54] -50.37| .80| | |
| 13 | 20 | 2.00 | 19.0 | .0 | | -31.64]| -51.02] .80| | |
| 20 | 21 | 1.70 | 358.0 | .0 | | -29.95| -50.96| .80| | | |
| 21 | 22 | 1.85 | 118.0 | .0 | | -30.81| -52.60]| .80]| | | |
| 22 | 23 | 1.60 | 165.0 | .0 | | -32.38| -53.01| .80| | | |
| 23 | 24 | 1.20 | 65.0 | .0 | | -31.85| -54.10] .80 | |
| 24 | 25 | 2.20 | 42.0 | .0 | | -30.22| -55.57| .80| | |
| 25 | 26 | 2.20 | s0.0 | .0 | | -29.84| -57.74| .80] | | |
| 26 | 27 | 1.20 | 100.0 | .0 | | -30.04| -58.92| .e0| | | |
| 27 | 28 | 2.10 | s5.0 | .0 | | -28.84| -60.64| .80| | | |
| 28 | 29 | 2.20 | s2.0 | <8 | -28.92| -62.84| .80| | | |
| 28 | 30 | 3.00 | 42.0 | .0 | | -26.69| -64.84| .80 | |
| 30 | 31 | 2.72 | 355.0 | 00 | -23.98| -64.61| .80]| | |
| a1 | 32 | 1.50 | 6.0 | .0 | | -22.49| -64.76| .80| | | |
| 32 | 33 | 2.40 | 327.0 | 18.0 | | -20.57| -63.52| 1.54]| | | |
| 13 | 34| 2.80 | 284.0 | 5.0 | | -19.90| -60.81| 1.79] | | |
| 3a | s | 3.20 | 260.0 | 9.0 |Balnafarok | -20.45| -57.70] 2.29| | | |
| | I | I | | | | | | | [
| I I | I | | | | I | | [
| s | 36 | 3.30 | 168.0 | 29.0 | | -23.27| -58.30| 3.89| | | |
| s | 37 | 2.80 | 16%.0 | 22.0 | | -25.82| -58.80]| 4.94| | | |
| 37 | 38 | 4.50 | 109.0 | 25.0 | | -27.14|  -62.65| 6.84| | | |
| g | 39 | 2.30 | 12.5 | 36.0 | | -25.33| -63.06| 8.19| | |
| - 1 1 1 1 1 L L L




T | T T T T 1

| |Irany- | Emel- | | Végpont | Hurckhiba |

| Ponttol |Pontig | Tavolsag| szdg | kedés | Megjegyzés | : . § . T |
| (m) | (fok) | (fok) | | ¥ (D-B) | ¥ (K-Ny)| Z (mag.)| X I Y |

l t t l t + f i t } i

40 | 3.50 | 90.0 | 40.0 |Kdszarv | -25.33| -65.74| 10.44| | | |

41 | 2.00 | .0 | 90.0 | | -25.33| -65.74| 12.44] | | |
42 | 6.30 | B 12,9 | -19.17| -65.74| 13.75| | |

43 | 4.85 | 354.0 | -2.0 | | -14.35| -65.23| 13.58| | | |

44 | 9.40 | 87.0 | 9.0 |Szemireg | -13.86| -74.50]| 15.05| | | |

45 | 3.20 | 327.0 | 31.0 | | -11.56] -73.01]| 16.70] | | |

46 | 11.30 | 71.0 | 1.0 | | -7.88] -83.69| 16.90| | | |

47 | 1.60 | 328.0 | 40.0 | | -6.84| -83.04| 17.92| | | |

48 | 7.00 | 126.0 | 12.0 |Lapos k& | -10.87| -88.58| 19.38| | | |

| | | | | | | | | [ |

48.01| 9.00 | 220.0 | 20.0 | | -17.34] -e3.14]  22.46| Kodt 411F\ | !

| | [ | == t R | | |

49 | 9.90 | 49%.0 | -25.0 | | -4.98| -95.35]| 15.20] | | |

50 | 4.30 | 125.0 | -48.0 | | -6.63| -97.71| 12.00] | | |

s1 | 4.00 | 193.0 | .0 | | -10.53| -96.81| 12.00]| | | |

52 | 2.00 | 1s8.0 | 4.0 | | -12.48| -97.22| 12.14]| | | |
53 | 3.20 | 119.0 | 12.0 | | -14.00]| -99.96| 12.81] | |

54 | 6.70 | 51.0 | s7.0 | | -11.70| -102.80]| 18.42| | | |

55 | 1.50 | 345.0 | L0 | | -10.25| -102.41]| 18.42| | | |

56 | 7.50 | .0 | -90.0 | | -10.25| -102.41| 10.92| | | |

56.01| 6.40 | 8.0 | .0 | | -3.91| -103.30| 10.92| | | |

[ | | | | [ | | | | i
57 | 6.60 | 68.0 | -36.0 | | -8.25| -107.38| 7.04]| | |

57 | s&.10| 14.00 | .0 | -s0.0 | | -8.25| -107.36] -6.96| | | |
s8.10| 58.20| 1%9.00 | .0 | -%0.0 | | -8.25| -107.23s| -25.96] | |

| s8.20| s58.30| 16.00 | .0 | -90.0 | | -8.25| =-107.36| -41.96| | | |

58.30] 59 | 17.40 | 1.0 | 25.0 | | 6.66| -112.49| -34.60] | | |

59| 60 | 12.20 | 115.0 | -30.0 | | 2.19| -122.07| -40.70| | | |

60 | 61 | 6.50 | 34.0 | -32.0 | | 6.76| -125.15] -44.15| | | |
s1 | 62 | 10.70 | 118.0 | 2.0 | | 1.74] -134.59| -43.77| | |
62 | 63 | 23.50 | 24.0 | 4.0 | | 23.16| -144.13| -42.13| | |
631 | 64 | 11.23 | 45.0 | 2.0 |elagazas | 31.10| -152.06]| -41.74| | |

64 | 65 | 14.00 | 123.0 | 2.0 | | 23.48| -163.80| -41.25] | | |

&5 | 66 | 25.00 | 130.0 | -4.0 | | 7.45| -182.50]| -43.00] | | |

6 | 67 | 7.70 | 123.0 | 3.0 | | 3.26] -189.35| -42.59| | | |

67 | 68 | 20.00 | 125.0 | -4.0 | | -8.19| -205.70| -43.99| | | |
68 | 69 | 9.50 | 3s.0 | 5.0 | | -.53] -211.26| -43.16| | |

69 | 70 | 5.50 | s8o0.0 | 7.0 | | .42| -216.863| -42.49| | | ]

70 | i R | 7.75 | 46.0 | 1.0 | | 5.80| -222.21| -42.36| | | |

| 71| T2} 5.50 | 77.0 | 12.0 | | 7.01] -227.45| -41.21| | | |

I | | | | | [ | | | | | |

| | | | | [ | | | | | !

64 | 64.10] 12.60 | 305.0 | 1.0 | | 38.32| -141.75| -41.52| | | |
64.10| s64.20] 2.90 | 14.0 | .0 | | 41.14| -142.45| -41.52| | |
64.20| 64.30| 10.70 | 310.0 | 2.0 | | 48.01| -134.25| -41.15] | |
64.30| 64.40| 11.00 | 322.0 | 6.0 | | 56.63| -127.52| -40.00]| | |
| &4.40| 64.50| 10.30 | 336.0 | 4.0 | | 66.02| -123.34| -39.28| | |
64.50| 64.60] 6.30 | 31.0 | 4.0 | | 71.40| -126.58] -38.84| | |
1 L 1 1 | 1




= - =5 | = X
| | Irany- | Bmel- | | Végpont | Hurokhiba
onttol |Pontig | Tavolsag| szdg | kedés | Megjegyzéa | ; ; - ——
( m ) | (Eok) | (fck) | | X (D-BE) | ¥ (K-Ny)| 2 (mag.) X | Y Z
S 2 Lo s o : , : } : el
50| 64.70 7:30 | tez.0 | 5.0 | | 69.89| =133.69] -38.20 |
54.70| 64.80]| 7.10 | 118.0 | =5.0 | 66.90| -140.10]| -38.82 |
| &4.80| 64.90] 2.80 | 165.0 | 0| | 64.20| -140.83| -38.82 | |
| 64.90| e4.11] 10.50 | 288.0 | -12.0 | | €7.37| -131.06| -41.01 | |
. | ! | | 5 | | | : | [
! | | | | i | | | i i |
64.90| 64.91]| 3.2o0 | +0: 1) saLe | | 64.20| -140.83| -35.62| | |
64.91| 64.92| 17.20 101.0 | -2.0 | | 60.92| =-157.70]| -36.22| | |
64.92| 64.93| 5.20 | 100.0 | .0 | | 60.02| -162.82| -36.22| | | |
marcius 21-én vége | | | | | | | | | |
I

| | | | | [ I

Megjegyzések:

A poligonszarak &sszhossza: 599.99 m
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_COMPLESSO DEL COL DELLE ERBE _\ 3 ° L e s e N 2

A: abisso

MGORT ANijng. aico

B.
C: abisso

D: 3 S.delm.SPRIC N
E: Meandro delPLUCIA

F: abisso

G:

iH: Pozzo del CHIODO

ing. principale

G.VENTURI

E.DAVANZO ing.sico

ing. principale
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1 Bejarat
2 [. akna
3 1. akna
4 111. akna
5 1V. akna \
6 Felsé-ag 8! e
7 Also-dg 0.
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9 Haromszog e ™ 305°

10 Fo-ag
11 Fo-ag folytatasa
12 Szifon

13 Medveitato

14 Mammut-temetd
15 Mammut-kor

16 Vusut

17 Agyé6-terem

18 Katalin-terem .
19 Gyongy-terem Felmérte: BEAC
20 [ engvel-Magyar Bardtsdag-terem

Rajz: Nyerges A. 1997
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KOSSUTH-BARLANG

Hossza: 1390 m

Szintkilonbsége: 57 m (-28,8; +28,2)
Felmérte: BEAC

Rajz: Elekes B., Nyerges A.
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KOSSUTH-BARLANG

Hossza: 1390 m

Szintkiilénbsége: 57 m (-28,8; +28,2)
Felmérte: BEAC i

Rajz: Elekes B., Nyerges A.
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KOSSUTH-BARLANG

Felmért hossz: 1280m
Szintkiilonbség: +22.87;-315m
Felmérte: BEAC 1996-97
Rajz: Elekes B.,Nyerges A.
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- Kossuth-barlang Sl 2

(térrajz, vazlat!)

4 Reménytelen-szifon

Az Amphora Buavar Klub
altal 1988-ig feltart 50 m-es
szakasz végpontja (-22 m)

Az 1997 jilius 8-an
% feltart barlangrész

bejaratat képez6 sziikiilet

Jelenlegi végpont (130 m)

~ Kb. 45°-0s szogben
-~ folfel¢ indulo jarat Rajz: Szabo Zoltan 1997 VIIL. 18.




KOSSUTH-BARLANG

Reménytelen-szifon
(Vazlat !)

-24 m-es sziikiilet

j végpont (1997)

Alaprajz
régi végpont (1988) .
0 10 20m
0 J ’ Hosszmetszet
-10 e N
-24 m-es sziikiilet
-20 aj végpont (1997)
-9 m-es sziikiilet =
lwwc ..:x.u...\,x PO S P R s AT £ L Ty a
-32m régi végpont (1988) SRGEL ST SRS 258

Rajz: Szabo Zoltan 1997 VIII
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Ogof Draenen Grade 4/5

Grid Ref SO 2463 1178 OS Maps 1:50 000 sheet 161,
1:25 000 Brecon Beacons Eastern O/L

E__Eam : 362 metres
Length : 28,000 metres +

Location When approaching from Blaenavon, take a left turn at Keeper's Pond.
The first building on the right is the Lamb & Fox pub. Park opposite the pub on
an area of concrete. Continue down the road and cross the stile immediately to
the north of the Pwll Du Adventure Centre. Follow the fence you've just crossed
down a steep slope until you reach a small stream. From here an obvious path
leads directly to the entrance.

Access The cave is gated, for information about access contact Tim Long, 4
Brynllefrith Cottages, Llantrisant Road, Llantwit Fardre, Mid Glamorgan, CF38
2HD, enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope. Visitors are requested to
observe any taping and treat bats with the respect they deserve.

Description Ogof Draenen is one of the largest caves in Britain. It offers a great
varety of caving and some very spectacular sights. The cave should not be
underestimated and the round trip should be treated very seriously.

The entrance dig drops into a low crawl where there is a gate. Beyond the gate, a
hole on the nght leads down to a low, wet, bedding plane crawl, which emerges
in a boulder choke. A squeeze down through the choke (care is required) reaches
the top of an 8m scaffolded shaft. This was the break through point and emerges
in a small chamber. Straight on are Darling Rifts, which lead to Big Bang Pitch
and the original Pitch Bypass. However, an easier route is to duck under the
nght hand wall, into Spare Rib. Dropping down a slot on the left, leads 1o an inlet
which can be followed down a cascade, to a chamber where the original Pitch
Bypass rejoins. A low passage on the right leads via a 5m climb down to Cairn
Junction, in the impressive main passage: Beyond A Choke.

From Cairn Junction, left leads to the bottom of Big Bang Pitch and a section
of streamway fed from sinks on Gilwern Hill, whereas right leads to Tea
Junction. To get to Tea Junction from Cairn Junction, either follow the main
passage, or taking the first left turning after Cairn Junction, which enters
WonderBra Bypass. Descending a hole on the right a short way along
‘NonderBra Bypass, leads back to the main streamway just upstream of Tea
Junction. At Tea Junction, the sizeable White Arch Passage enters on the left and
to the night 1s the continuation of Beyond A Choke.

Chimbing a short slope on the right, 50m downstream of Tea Junction, enters
Gilwern Passage, which can be followed for 700m, via some superb formations
(Great Care Required), to a choke. Up the choke leads to Old litydian's Chamber
on the left and Morgannwg Passage on the right. Morgannwg Passage has been
taped off due to the very delicate formations it contains and is therefore out of
bounds. At the end of Gilwern Passage the water can be followed into a choke,
which leads into Galeria Garimpeiros, a fine section of passage which in turn
leads via a low duck into the St Giles Extensions.

From Tea Junction, Beyond A Choke is 2.5km of unintert upted streamway -
probably the longest in Britain. It can be followed downstream via a number of
Cascades 10 two chokes (30m apart). Just before the chokes a 13m climb and
difficult traverse leads to The Score. Each choke can be passed by chimbing out

L I ST DT L P

Gilwern
Passage
E
N
0 800
R )
metres

OGOF DRAENEN

Based on a survey by Morgannwg C C.

N Lucky
Thirteen
Extensions

Rifleman’'s Chamber
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of the streamway and squeezing between boulders on the right, where another
squeaze leads back to the streamway. Beyond the chokes, Agent Blorenge inlet
enters from the left. The main streamway continues through some sections of
chest deep wading for a further 1.3km, to the present limit of exploration at
Rifleman's Chamber,

Back at Tea Junction, White Arch Passage can be followed for 500m to a choke.
>Qm§5=5~oo&:_=§agaﬂ_8am565m§naw§rm:&wmox
Chamber. Iﬁ:ﬁaﬂgﬂgﬂgg@:ﬂgﬂg_mﬂn&%mgg

B:gg.tﬁm.omfaao:.ﬂonmamzwﬁﬁogﬁs_gn&i&o:w”o
?ggsoﬁcﬂ&ﬂmgsmg@gﬂgsga&.gﬁ
?gggﬁ.ozmnmggzzﬁs&gggsgé
dsgv.gzsggwg&anziozamciﬂﬁ&ﬁg

ngggiggggﬁzggg_:mﬂmi
gg&wr&aﬁomg.@gaz leads to the very tall Fault
gg.ég_oiggmgégiﬁgmag.go
gggsﬁ?ﬂgwmﬂ.ﬁ?ﬂm@o.gaﬁogx«
d&ﬂ:m&%.m%g_m&m~o~gmﬂ.w§330§§§m
Ams Park. From =._muo=oao§5u=9”:m£m<cna~o_mn§o§mlm<ﬁm.
q:i.:égzﬂumwmwo&m_mo_mgq&gcﬂ.m%«&%mooao::
_Bamﬁiomaomo:mmwama&&ﬂm.qsizﬁﬁom:gg&_om
g.gﬂmﬂgﬁggg.qﬁﬁﬂnwgan&ug
gg&ﬂmgﬁmggwﬁpﬁ&gwggzﬁgmﬁ

a :
the right is 58&3@3:.098:65:53305&430033.6?538:
moo:_oimanomaoobwﬁumw«mnm.wooi:mummmmuamaﬂi:ﬁouo;%.
4§g§~§§§.§mm3§§562§=%
:ﬁ&ﬁgéﬁ.&gﬁasgwﬁ:ﬂs.gﬂ:g—ga
a choke, but tuming right leads to a slope up on the left, which leads to the Life
Q?gégggm,onimﬂgm_gagﬁ
gggamgﬁgggwgsgg
nngaomgagogamgg. mgia..onq.ang&ma@
hﬁdﬂ!&iﬁaganggaiwaionaaﬁtﬁo.v@g
g)oguma%.)gi_magggiﬂgma? this
marks the start of the very sporting Agent Blorenge Inlet which feeds into the
§§>§m§§.§w§§.gam
waterfall, ﬂgﬁ%qﬁsgn‘ggagﬁiﬁsg

g?i&%émg!?gi_.agiogg?ﬁ

..m__o-o,ﬁagsgﬁzﬂgﬁsw%ggg-ggaugancn
g%ﬁ%ﬂ%.ﬁmﬁé&:ﬂ??é%ﬂ%ﬁ?@:maﬁx
o«cumomq&gﬂngg?ncﬁniommag&ﬂ The water is
then followed for 400m, down several cascades and waterfalls to the main

CLYDACH GORGE AREA

Beyond A Choke streamway, just down stream of the chokes. Upstream leads

3 back to Tea Junction whereas dowstream leads to Rifleman’s Chamber.

Balc Pitch — 25ft ladder, belay and _w:,w_im.
o Big MMN@ Pitch — 60ft ladder, belay ma”__ﬂm___:m.ma
i iting Balcony Pitch is permanantly rigged.
u..ﬁ% ”_am.whﬁeuxa“_u__%ma and surveyed by members of Morgannwg CC, after mm\m
mMm:w‘am dig. Major extensions made by several other clubs. Survey - Grade
ilable Summer ‘95, Grade 5 in progress.
?»Ewm_mm_zm . THE BEYOND A CHOKE STREAMWAY CAN BECOME VERY

SERIOUS AFTER VERY HEAVY RAIN.
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17 FLOOD ENTRANCE POT —110m

Ingleborough, Clapham, North Yorkshire
SD 751 724. Alt. 400m

LOCATION

Approach walk as for Gaping Ghyll. One of the four main
tributaries to the Gaping Ghyll System, located immediately
alongside the footpath from Bar Pot to Gaping Ghyll Main Shaft.

DESCRIPTION

The modest surface opening of Flood Entrance Pot lies in a small
shakehole to the right of the path, some 80 metres beyond the
large collapse feature of Bar Pot. An even less conspicuous hole 30
metres farther along is the alternative 'Wade's Entrance'. Both
holes unite below the entrance pitch, but Wade's offering the least
resistance to intruders is preferred by most cavers.

Wade's Entrance

The entrance hole drops into a cramped chamber with a slot in the
floor. Belayed to twin Spits in the wall above, the First Pitch
(20m) is tight at the top and broken by a ledge (and rebelay) 6
metres down. The pitch lands in a narrow fissure running back
beneath the Flood Entrance pitches. Downstream, a small passage
leads around a couple of constricted bends into a straight joint
controlled tunnel, followed mainly on hands and knees to a sharp
zig-zag. The going then becomes progressively easier approaching
a chamber with an exit along the bedding to the right.

Second Pitch

Here a winding trench cuts down to the head of a 4 metre pitch
into a shallow pool. Although often free-climbed, common sense
indicates a bit of rope, thread belays are abundant for back-up,
with a Spit anchor located high over the pitch.

Third Pitch

Beyond the pool, a bedding crawl quickly gives way to a trench at
the head of the Third Piteh (12m), rigged from Spits positioned in
the roof. The landing is in a fine example of a solution enlarged
joint passage, almost perfectly straight and complete with awkward
floor slots. Ahead, this eventually leads to a broken cascade,
climbable with a handline down a series of steps into a small rift
chamber. At the far end the chamber degenerates to a tight,
muddy thrutch, emerging over a greasy climb poised above the
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main pitch of Bar Pot and definitely best avoided. To the right of
the chamber the bedding again cuts down to the head of the
Fourth Pitch (40m) into South-East Passage of Gaping Ghyll.

Fourth Pitch

The initial belay is a rock bridge across the stream trench, with a
traverse around the lip of the pitch to an intermediate anchor.
The hang point is from twin Spits planted upwards into the roof -
a long stretch for short cavers! A direct descent from this point,
although convenient, is only just acceptable from the rigging point
of view (the rope is very close to the rock in places), and even
under 'normal' conditions becomes unpleasantly wet lower down.
However, swinging in to a rebelay in the corner of the shaft about
8 metres down, enables a steep pendulum manoeuvre to reach two
successive deviations and so avoid any water more or less
completely. This is a fine, airy pitch, landing on a broad ledge
overlooking South-East Passage Pot - a continuation of the shaft
dropping a further 40 metres or so directly into a deep sump.

Bar and Disappointment Pots

To the left (s/e) along the ledge skirts around South-East Pot and
over a connecting hole in the floor into a muddy rift opening out
at the base of a massive aven where Bar Pot enters from above.
The passage continues to a further aven where the route into New
Henslers Passage and the connection with Disappointment Pot lies
in a small hole between boulders against the left wall.

Stream Passage and Gaping Ghyll Main Chamber

From the rear of the ledge overlooking South-East Pot, a
comfortable tunnel gradually degenerates to a short, flat-out
crawl, over rounded cobbles, emerging in South-East Passage.
This is the route to the connection with Stream Passage Pot and
Gaping Ghyll Main Chamber.

South-East Passage extends for about 200 metres along a
classic, dry phreatic tube, for the most part at a particularly
awkward height somewhere between stooping and crawling. Straight
ahead at a T-junction, the passage continues into Sand Caverns
where climbing up a wall of stratified sand at the further end
reaches Stalagmite Chamber. Beyond here following the long-
abandoned gallery skirts around the lip of a large boulder-lined
depression 'Mud Pot', before dropping into the huge cavern of
Stream Chamber. The inlet flowing across Stream Chamber leads
upstream to the foot of the final pitch of Stream Passage Pot, and
downstream through boulder chokes to the Mud Pot Pitch (15m)
which lands in a sumped chamber.
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Right at the T-junction in South-East Passage leads along a
more comfortable stretch of passage to a rift chamber with a low
opening under the right wall. This quickly lifts and the continuing
passage shortly emerges at a superb vantage point looking out
from a pile of boulders into the magnificent Main Chamber of
Gaping Ghyll with an atmospheric column of water and filtered
light entering from the Main Shaft.
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Ingleborough, Clapham, North Yorkshire
SD 751 727. Alt. 400m

LOCATION

The Main Shaft and four subsidiary entrances to the Gaping Ghyll
System are situated on the high, level moorland beneath the
southern summit slopes of Ingleborough above Clapham Bottoms.

Approach from Clapham Village. From the northern end of the
village, either follow the private nature trail through Clapham
Woods (for which a small charge is made), or take the parallel
rough road up to Clapdale Farm. Both routes are followed for
about 1.5 kilometres to Ingleborough Show Cave and Clapham Beck
Head - the resurgence for the Gaping Ghyll System. Beyond the
show cave the trail continues, climbing the steep gorge of Trow
Gill into a shallower valley. Here a well-trodden path runs north
alongside a wall for a further 700 metres to a stile by the large
collapse feature of Bar Pot. The path crosses a patch of limestone
pavement with the inconspicuous Flood and Wade's Entrances to the
right, before veering due north across boggy moorland and
passing close by the more obvious Disappointment Pot shakehole on
the left. Straight ahead, a meagre wire fence marks the end of a
huge trench-like depression in the drift where Fell Beck 1is
swallowed by the Main Shaft.

DESCRIPTION

The most renowned cave in Britain, Gaping Ghyll is an extensive
and complex system of mainly low, horizontal tunnels and huge
mud-filled chambers. There are four predominantly vertical
entrance caves: Bar Pot, Flood Entrance Pot, Stream Passage Pot
and Disappointment Pot, in addition to the magnificent Main Shaft
without doubt the most spectacular shaft in the UK.

Main Shaft

The descent into the Main Chamber, almost 100 metres below, can
either be made directly down the Main Shaft in a split pitch, or by
the Lateral Shaft - an adjacent entrance with a spectacular free-
hanging pitch of 98 metres, the longest unbroken pitch in Britain.

Direct Route

From the limestone slabs where Fell Beck spills over the lip of the
Main Shaft, a traverse follows the exposed ledge into the west
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corner. Rigged from Spits in the wall above and succeeded by a
deviation fixed low on the opposite ledge, the rope initially
descends a rather loose, mossy corner of the shaft. At a depth of
around 10 metres, a rift opens out in the direction of Lateral
Shaft. Here a short but extremely exposed rope traverse, aided by
shuffling along a small shelf, reaches a cramped perch above a
breathtaking descent directly to the floor of the Main Chamber.
The drop is 85 metres of nothing but sheer primordial grandeur as
the pitch descends between two cascades of water, one tumbling
towards Birkbeck's Ledge at -50 metres, and the other a plume of
spray across the Lateral Shaft. The amount of water met with on
this Direct Route depends largely on the volume and velocity of
the stream issuing from Spout Tunnel (see Lateral Shaft). This is
difficult to predict, apart from general water levels the stream is
constantly diverted one way or another from its normal path by
'winch meets' or cavers descending the Rat Hole entrance,
essentially it's a route for dry rather than wet conditions.

Beware of rocks thrown down the Main Shaft by idiot tourists.

Lateral Shaft

On the limestone platform overlooking the Main Shaft, a huge
rectangular block masks the entrance to Jib Tunnel - a short
passage opening directly onto a free-hanging pitch of 98 metres to
the floor of the Main Chamber. This descent is normally well
watered by the stream pouring out of Spout Tunnel some 12 metres
down. So that, other than being the longest unbroken pitch in the
country, this 'traditional' route has little to commend it. However,
in all but drought conditions, a more manageable descent can be
made by splitting the pitch into a number of shorter and drier
sections. This route is referred to as the 'Dihedral'.

Dihedral Route

From Jib Tunnel, a short traverse leads out over Lateral Shaft to
reach Spits positioned in opposite walls. In order to guide the
rope away from the stream gushing out of Spout Tunnel,
deviations placed at -6, -24 and -30 metres redirect the rope into
the corner of the shaft. At about 50 metres depth, a pendulum can
be made onto a substantial ledge in a huge lateral rift, clear of
water and commanding a fine view across the shaft to Birkbeck's
Ledge. The second section drops behind a massive fallen flake
wedged across the rift, where a high initial belay lessens the
angle of a deviation rigged from the far wall. This pitch is about
15 metres to a rebelay just below the level of a second, smaller
ledge. A further pitch of 8 metres descends against the wall to
reach a twin belay at a dramatic situation where the rift enters the
roof of the Main Chamber. The final section of about 30 metres is
a magnificent free-hanging drop, well clear of the walls, landing
close to the foot of the Main Shaft.
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21 ALUMPOT —100m

Ingleborough, Ribblesdale, North Yorkshire
SD 775 756. Alt. 350m

LOCATION

A deep and evocative open shaft on the slopes of Simon Fell
overlooking Selside in Upper Ribblesdale.

Approached along the rough lane immediately north of Selside
Village. The lane ends at a stile where a track follows a dry valley
up the fellside for a further 500 metres to an obvious shaft
surrounded by trees and a drystone wall.

DESCRIPTION

The Main Shaft of Alum Pot is a massive vertical chasm affording
one of the most spectacular surface descents in the UK, but
unfortunately little else since, although the cave beneath is
impressive, it is very short.

DIGRESSION

Rarely can caving be described as a spectator sport. Alum Pot,
however, is one of a select few places in the Dales where each
week-end herds of feckless 'cavers' festooning the Main Shaft
blithely present a demonstration of bumbling incompetence to the
innocent by-stander. Here, all too often, austere grandeur forms
the backdrop to a deadly, dangerous pantomine in which over-
eager inexperience vies with a fundamental ignorance of the basic
skills necessary to venture into such places. Needlessly so, a
competent approach to rigging and descending this awesome hole
depends on little more than a short period of training and a bit of
practice somewhere rather less daunting.

Main Shaft

There are two 'traditional' descents of the Main Shaft direct from
the surface: from the South-East end with a pitch of 50 metres
broken by a ledge 35 metres down, or from the North-West end in
a spectacular free-hanging pitch of 60 metres, landing immediately
above the short Final Pitch (8m) which is common to all the
descent routes.

There is also a third route, by far the most frequented, at
the northern end of the chasm where at about 30 metres below the
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surface a large passage enters from the Long Churn Caves.
Entered from Lower Long Churn, this route involves pitches of 15
metres, 5 metres and a sloping descent across 'the Bridge' to a
stance in a groove where the next pitch of 15 metres is common to
the South-East Route. Depending on water levels, this pitch lands
either at the foot of, or under, the Alum Pot Beck waterfall. The
stream then tumbles down steep, picturesque cascades toward the
Final Pitch (8m) and into a large vaulted passage where it spills
over broad, rocky shelves into a windy, spray-lashed chamber.
Here a much larger waterfall enters from Diccan Pot and the
combined streams flow into the terminal sump.

South-East Route

An obvious descent line located at the lower (south-east) end of
the shaft, a few metres above a wooden stile and overlooking an
exposed ledge. An initial belay tied directly around a tree
provides a traverse line out to the fork of a second tree
overhanging the pitch (35m) to a broken ledge. The shaft wall is
slightly less than vertical at this point, such that about 10 metres
down a rebelay located in a bulge of shattered rock is necessary
to clear the remaining descent. Continuing the descent over the
ledge (beware of falling rocks!) gains a rebelay for the final
section of 15 metres to the streamway. Alternatively, from the
ledge a short traverse line rigged from the shaft wall gains a
stance in a groove overlooking the lower 15 metre pitch with a
rebelay immediately over the edge, followed by a deviation a few
metres lower. The landing is on a wet and windy ledge close to
the foot of the Alum Pot Beck waterfall. Below, the stream tumbles
over a steep, stepped cascade (where a handline may be useful in
wet conditions) to a broad platform above the Final Pitch.

Final Pitch

The only difficulty with this short pitch (8m) lies in avoiding the
water and there are two possibilities, suitable for normal and
wetter conditions respectively. The simplest line is rigged from
Spits planted in bedded rock on the right with a more or less
optional deviation a couple of metres down. Without this deviation,
the rope rests on the rounded lip of the pitch but this isn't
important - perfectionist pride is more likely to be harmed than
the rope! The second line follows the left wall, climbing up to a
ledge where a traverse leads out to a hang point, clear of the
water when subsequently rigged obliquely from a stance on the
opposite wall at the foot of the pitch.

North-West Route
A less obvious line located at the upper (north-west) end of the
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shaft, a couple of metres down from the wooden stile. An initial
belay to one or two trees drops onto a ledge with a rebelay and a
scruffy descent against the wall for about 6 or 7 metres, to where
the rock begins to overhang and the rope hangs free in the airy
void beneath. Here twin Spits, rigged out to the left, provide a
breathtaking descent of around 60 metres landing on the broad
platform a few metres away from the Final Pitch. Some 40 metres
below the surface, the pitch descends a mossy corner of the shaft
which is often unpleasantly wet. Swinging across to rig a deviation
from a large thread (at -38m) avoids this problem, landing on top
of the large boulders close to the Final Pitch. This is certainly one
of the most awe-inspiring surface shafts in the UK, it's a great
pity there's little cave at the bottom.

Long Churn Caves

A fossil section of the main streamway, Lower Long Churn,
provides an easy 'back door' into Alum Pot with some added
interest of its own. Part of an extensive, shallow cave system
draining into Alum Pot via Diccan Pot, Long Churn is entered
about 100 metres north-west of the Alum Pot Main Shaft. In this
immediate area there are two obvious collapse features, each with
associated cave entrances - the active sink in the right-hand
depression is Diccan Pot. The left-hand depression is the 'Middle
Entrance' to Long Churn Caves; the opening to the left is Upper
Long Churn, on the far side is the low exit to Wilson's Cave, and
to the right beneath an archway is Lower Long Churn.

DIGRESSION

A varied and once handsome stretch of gallery, Long Churn is
tragically and repeatedly marred by the effects of over-use due to
the hordes of young people that plague these particular caves.
This is an inevitable outcome of widespread, largely irresponsible,
use by ever-increasing numbers of outdoor activity centres,
outdoor 'educationalists' of one sort or another, holiday camps,
youth clubs, social services, scouts and armed forces, all bent on
experiencing 'adventure' - which in this case means getting their
feet wet!

Lower Long Churn Cave

Within a few metres of the entrance a waterfall enters from Upper
Long Churn, followed downstream to a junction where the stream
flows out to daylight and then sinks into Diccan Pot. Ahead the
fossil gallery continues across two delicate traverses around deep
pools and past various side passages to a slot in the floor,
dropping down an enlarged cross-joint into a chamber. From the
far end of the chamber, a short climb/handline descent drops into
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a larger passage leading to the 'Dollytubs' Pitch (15m) where
daylight can be seen entering from Alum Pot.

Dollytubs Pitch

Dollytubs Pitch takes the form of an open fissure s::n:. can be
rigged from various points either to avoid water or congestion from
the ungodly! The two main locations are: from the left-hand wall
at the near end of the rift, or out to the right from a small alcove
beyond some boulders. This latter route is drier and broken by a
ledge halfway down, which can be followed along the rift to an
alternative hang for the lower half. The pitch drops into a large
boulder-strewn passage emerging at a dramatic viewpoint
overlooking the Main Shaft of Alum Pot - probably the most
photographed location in the Dales.

Open Shaft

From the foot of Dollytubs, the Main Shaft is descended by an
interesting oblique route, crossing from one side of the shaft to
the other and eventually doubling back beneath. The way on is
either over boulders to the left onto a ledge at the head of the
short 'Greasy Slab' Pitch (5m), or by following a slightly more
technical route on the right wall. Below is a green and slippery
platform, at the far side of which an exposed traverse leads
around the open shaft by way of a broad ledge in a Emm:ma-cm:
shale bed. Great care is needed here - although the traverse is
easy, it is generally unprotected and a single slip means certain
death. The traverse ends at a massive slab of rock (the Bridge)
spanning the shaft at a steep angle. Although often ?mm-c:Bco.g
(or at most, handlined) by the ripped wetsuit meb, the Bridge is
quite obviously only safe when treated as a pitch. A 3...“_<m~.mm.::m
is continued around from the foot of the Bridge to a stance In a
groove overlooking the penultimate pitch (15m) and the lower
section of the direct South-East Route.




