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DO WE VALUE OUR NATURE ENOUGH?
Monet's painting of poppy fields is
estimated at €5-50 million,
the real thing costs €5,000/ha

Nature: a part of
our identity

In Scotland, walking holidays
have become increasingly
popular. In 1998 1.1 million
trips were taken bringing in
€600 million for local
businesses. Scottish
wildlife tourism
supports 2,000 jobs
and brings in an
annual income
of €70 million.
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THE PRESTIGE DISASTER
When the Prestige tanker sank off the coast
of northern Spain in November 2002, it
released 64,000 tonnes of oil killing some
300,000 sea birds (mainly common
guillemots, Atlantic puffins and razorbills).
Damage to fishing, tourism and the natural
heritage along 3,000 km of coastline
polluted by the spill has cost approximately
€5 billion. Around 30,000 people in the
fishery and shellfish sectors have been
directly affected. Several local fishermen's
organisations have reported an 80%
drop of their normal catch.

It is not just the rare species, such as bears,
butterflies and endemic plants, that are
threatened. Populations of the common house
sparrow have fallen dramatically in the last
20 years due to the loss of their habitats.
Most of Europe’s heaths have also disappeared.
Consequently, many of the species that depend
on these habitats for their survival, such as the
sand lizard and the Dartford warbler,
are also on the decline.

Decline of the
common house
sparrow in the EU
(source BirdLife 2005)
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The common crane migrates across
Europe from its winter feeding
grounds in the south to its summer
breeding grounds in the north.
Thanks to European legislation,
sites have been protected all along
its migration route and
populations in the EU are
increasing as a result.

NB:information on
Natura 2000 sites for the ten
new Member States is not

yet finalised.



IBERIAN LYNX (Lynx pardinus)

With a population of less than 200-400
individuals, the Iberian lynx is now the
most endangered wild cat species in the
world. It lives in Mediterranean woodland
and maquis thicket, favouring dense scrub
for shelter and open pasture for hunting
rabbits. Agricultural intensification and
infrastructure developments (such as new
roads) have fragmented its habitat to such
an extent that it is now confined to
isolated pockets in the south west of Spain
and Portugal. lllegal hunting, trapping and
road kills add to its troubles as does the
lack of its main food source, the rabbit,
which was almost wiped out by the
disease, Myxomatosis. If the Iberian lynx
does not recover it could be the first cat
species to go extinct since the sabre-
toothed tiger 2,000 years ago.
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The range of habitat types to be
conserved under the Habitats Directive
is very diverse - it varies from natural
forests in Scandinavia, to limestone
pavements along the Atlantic sea board
and species-rich meadows high up in the
Alps. Threatened species such as the
eagle owl, the large copper butterfly
and the Eastern pasqueflower are also
now protected.
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BIOGEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS
The EU has seven biogeographic regions, each with its
own characteristic blend of vegetation, climate,
topography and geology. Working at this level makes it
easier to check species and habitat conservation trends
under similar natural conditions, irrespective of political
and administrative boundaries.
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WHAT ARE THE OBLIGATIONS
ON NATURA 2000 SITES?

Within Natura 2000 areas,
Member States must ensure that:

* activities are avoided that could
significantly disturb the species or
deteriorate the habitats for which the
site is designated.

* positive measures are taken, where
necessary, to maintain and restore the
habitats and species to a ‘favourable
conservation state’

In addition, Natura 2000 sites should be
protected from any new development
projects or major changes in land-use

that could seriously damage their nature
values, unless these developments are of
over-riding public interest. How these
conditions are respected is for each
Member State to decide. Nevertheless,
all conservation measures must take
into account the economic, social and
cultural as well as regional and local
characteristics of the sites
in question.

NATURA 2000 EUROPE’S NATURE FOR YOU
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DEALING WITH LARGE SCALE
DEVELOPMENTS
Development projects that involve
significant changes to the way the land
is used within a Natura 2000 site
(e.g. construction of a new road, turning
a meadow into a commercial forest
plantation) must be first assessed to
determine whether the project is likely to
have a significant effect on the site’s nature
values. If the impact is not considered
significant the project can go ahead.

If the effect is expected to be significant
then alternative less damaging options
must be fully explored and selected -
e.g. changing the route of the new road,
choosing another site outside Natura 2000.

In exceptional cases damaging projects
within Natura 2000 can still go ahead if
they are considered to be of overriding
public interest and no viable alternatives
exist. In such cases, compensation
measures will be need to be taken in order
to ensure that the Natura 2000 Network is
not compromised.

MANAGING FORESTS SUSTAINABLY IN EASTERN GERMANY
Covering 200 km?, the Hainich beech forest is one of the largest of its kind in
Europe. After German reunification, the regional government declared
significant parts a national park and Natura 2000 site in order to prevent
over-exploitation. The Association of private landowners who own much of
the communing land was initially strongly opposed to this designation,
fearing that it would prevent them using the forest for economic purposes.
But the conservation authorities soon allayed their fears: the association
practices a form of selective forestry, involving the removal of mature trees
through a rotation system, which is compatible with the conservation of the
forests’ biodiversity. A management agreement was drawn up between the
two parties to agree on how to exploit the forests resources whilst
safeguarding the valuable habitats and species present. Thanks to this
agreement, the foresters continue to earn a living from their forest without

the competition of large-scale clear cutting operations.
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T ST e S A gkt FARMING THE STEPPES OF CASTRO VERDE, PORTUGAL
i L T \é,ﬁ__',;'_.-_-x 2 On the vast steppic plains of Castro Verde in southern Portugal the
L i i ] -_".'.hT." o ""-.. ap traditional farming system is based on non irrigated extensive cereal
it Sl s s production, laid fallow every 2-3 years. The resulting semi-natural steppic

it A T A b o habitats are of immense nature conservation value, particularly for birds.

However, increasing competition from intensive cereal production has forced

many farmers to abandon their land in search of jobs elsewhere, with serious
consequences for both the local economy and the bird populations. With the
inclusion of Castro Verde in Natura 2000, conservation groups and farmers
decided to join forces and lobby the government for an agri-environmental

support scheme that would enable farmers to continue to manage their land

as before, The scheme has proven to be very popular, over 350 km? of steppic

farmland is now being managed extensively again and the birds are
returning in large numbers.




KEEPING THE WATER CLEAN AND
HEALTHY IN FRANCE

The Auvergne region in Central France
is famous for its abundance of
freshwater. Much of this comes from
the Loire which starts life high up in the
Massif Central. One of the tributaries of
the Loire, the Allier, provides 70% of
the drinking water for inhabitants
living in and around the city of
Clermont Ferrand. In order to ensure
that the water quality remains of a high
enough standard for human consumption, the town council created
special protection zones around the abstraction sites. This requires a
good deal of control and management, so when most of the site was
also included in Natura 2000 because of its remarkable alluvial forests,
the local authorities turned to the local conservation group for help.

A management agreement was signed between the two parties
identifying what should done in the area in order to guarantee the
water quality and maintain the area’s rich natural values. As a result
the local inhabitants of Clermont Ferrand not only have a constant
source of clean water but also an attractive nature reserve on their
doorstep.

RESTORING WETLANDS IN WESTERN GREECE

The Amvrakikos delta is a massive wetland complex extending for hundreds of
kilometers in every direction. This brackish environment provides an ideal habitat for
waterbirds, including the rare Dalmatian pelican. In the 1980, parts of the delta were

drained for agriculture but this was not a success, the water table became too salty.
The regional Development Agency decided instead to concentrate on making best use
of the area’s natural assets. With an international reputation as a biodiversity hotspot,
the Delta was ideally placed to capitalise on the emerging eco-tourism market. Having
restored significant parts of the delta back to their original state, an integrated
management plan was developed with local stakeholders to promote land-uses
and eco-tourism initiatives compatible with the principles of Natura 2000. Judging
by the strong local support and the steady influx of nature tourists this new vision for
Amvrakikos is beginning to pay off.

WATCHING THE WHALES IN THE AZORES

Situated way out in the Atlantic, the deep waters around the
Azores teem with abundant marine life. The archipelago is one of
the best places in Europe to see whales and dolphins. Such a
valuable natural asset has great potential for eco-tourism but
could harm the animals if not handled properly. To ensure that
local whale watching operations are run professionally, the
Azores government introduced a mandatory code of conduct for
operating in Natura 2000 marine areas. In exchange for respecting the regulations, local
businesses are given valuable training in business management as well as marine
conservation. Thanks to this cooperation, the Azores is rapidly gaining an international
reputation for whale watching and local businesses are growing as a result.
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P . —. eventually failed, both technically and

ELECTRICITY COMPANIES HELP SAVE RARE BIRDS IN SPAIN

The Aragon region produces much of Spain’s electricity. Unfortunately, the
extensive network of power lines and cables are a major cause of mortality for highly
threatened birds such as the bearded vulture. Many end up electrocuted after
colliding with the high voltage lines. To address this problem, the regional
government is working closely with electricity companies to adjust over 350 km of
powerlines in Natura 2000 sites so that they are rendered safe for birds. Since the
start of this cooperation, there has been a dramatic decline in the death toll of birds.
Some have even taken to nesting on the high electricity towers. The electricity
companies have agreed to run all new cables underground from now on.

MARRYING TOURISM AND NATURE
ON THE EMERALD ISLE

Cuilcagh mountain is a remote but
stunning expanse of blanket bog
extending over the border between
Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland. The area is actually better
known for its network of caves under
the mountain. For a long time, the
Marble Arch caves were a popular
tourist attraction but the increasing
number of flash floods eventually
forced them to close. Investigations revealed that the floods
were caused by large-scale peat extraction and overgrazing on
top of the mountain. The local authorities began a long and
difficult process of repairing the peat layer and persuading
farmers to enter into management agreements to reduce
overgrazing. Their efforts are now being rewarded: not only is
the bog recovering, but the whole area is seeing something of a
tourism revival. People are coming back to visit the caves and
the unique scenery on the mountain top.

CONSERVATION SUPPORTS
LOCAL FARMING IN DENMARK

The Varde river valley was once a
complex patchwork of salt meadows
of high biodiversity value. Over time
these were systematically drained to

make way for intensive agriculture
but when the market for intensively
produced grass pellets collapsed the
local Farmer’s Union had to look for
alternative sources of income. They
found that the area would be ideally suited to extensive
grazing and mowing, which could receive financial support
under agri-environmental schemes, if only the meadows
could be re-wetted. Enter the conservation authorities who
took on the work of restoring the meadows to their original
natural state. Over 250 farmers signed up for agri-
environment schemes worth €1 million a year. Their future is
now more secure and the wet meadows are once again
managed with nature in mind.

BRINGING THE STEPPES BACKTO
LIFEINHUNGARY J

The flat Hungarian puszta steppes
have been grazed for thousands of FORESTRY AND CONSERVATION
years, making them one of the oldest IN FINLAND
cultural landscapes in Europe. During
the communist period, vast areas Central Finland is at the heart of the
were turned into rice fields and high country’s timber industry. Here most
yield grassland but these experiments of the forest is in private hands and
any restriction on its use due to
Natura 2000 designation is unlikely
to be well received. The Regional
Environment Board decided that the
best way to persuade private

i

- economically. With the inclusion of
the Hortobagy steppes in Natura 2000, a restoration programme
has been launched to remove the artificial dykes and irrigation
channels so that the puszta could once again be flooded during

foresters to accept Natura 2000 was
to offer them the option of having a management plan drawn
up for their forest. This would assess the forest’s economic
potential over the next 10-20 years and clarify what could be
breeds to the newly restored steppes, spurred on by the area’s done from a conservation perspective. Such a practical tool
high eco-tourism potential and the emerging market for healthy not only helped the owner manage his resource more
local products. efficiently and profitably but also helped to dissipate the
myth that Natura 2000 meant taking all the forest out of
production. Here was proof to the contrary.

springtime. These few centimetres of water make all the
difference, providing rich pickings for thousands of migrating
birds and ideal grazing land for livestock. Local farming
enterprises have begun reintroducing traditional Hungarian

RIVER AUTHORITIES PUT THE BENDS BACK INTO AUSTRIAN RIVERS

Like many alpine rivers in Austria, the Obere Drau was straightened and canalized to regulate its
flow and allow farming activities right up the water's edge. Yet, with time it became evident that
these hard engineering solutions were causing more damage than good, and not just to the
wildlife. Without its natural meanders and riverine habitats, the river flowed at a much faster
rate leading to a rapid erosion of the river bed. Groundwater levels dropped as a result and
farmers began to complain that their fields were drying out. With the Obere Drau’s inclusion in
Natura 2000 the river authorities decided to adopt a softer approach to managing the river.
Meanders were replaced along a 40 km stretch, side streams opened up and riverine wetlands
restored. This had such a positive impact on both groundwater levels and wildlife, that there are
now plans to carry out similar work on other parts of the river.
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On the island of Rhodes, there lives a rare freshwater fish, called the gizani, which exists nowhere else in the
world. This little animal is a master of survival - it spends its entire life in the island’s freshwater streams,
springs and small reservoirs, braving the winter floods in below freezing conditions and the heatwaves and
droughts at the height of summer. Most of its habitats are now protected under Natura 2000 and regulations
have been introduced to control water abstraction and any other damaging operations. Recent monitoring
surveys indicate that the gizani is recovering well as a result of these activities. Indeed, its fight for survival has
captured the hearts and minds of inhabitants and tourists alike. There is now even a visitor centre in its honour.

One of the last strongholds for northern bat species in Europe is located along the border regions of Belgium,
Luxembourg, and Germany. Unfortunately, many of the traditional hibernation spots here, such as caves,
have already been damaged by recreational activities but thanks to history alternatives are available.

The region is riddled with subterranean tunnels and bunkers from wartime Europe, as well as disused mines
and ancient fortifications. Over 150 of these hibernation roosts are now protected under Natura 2000

and closed to the public. The bats are responding well: populations in Natura 2000 sites are stable for the first
time in 50 years.

Bears were exterminated from the Austrian Alps 150 years ago. Then, in the 1970s, an adventurous Slovenian
bear decided to cross the border into Austria. It made headline news and set in motion an ambitious plan to
repopulate the Central Alps with brown bears. Over the next 15 years, 13 animals were captured from
Slovenia and released in the Austrian and Italian Alps. Once settled in their new homes they started to breed.
Now the resident population is around 40 animals and their chances for survival are better than ever. Thanks
to a strong awareness raising campaign and effective compensation system, people have become more
tolerant of their presence.

The Abruzzo chamois once roamed freely across the high mountains of the Appenine region in central Italy.
However, excessive hunting and habitat loss pushed this endemic subspecies literally to the edge of extinction.
By the mid 1950s the population had dwindled to 20 individuals. Conservation authorities decided therefore
to set up a captive breeding station in the area and start reintroducing small nuclei of chamois back into
carefully selected areas within the Apennines. This was accompanied by a major information campaign and
stricter controls over hunting and tourism. Since the programme started, the population has increased to over
1,000 individuals - its highest in over a century.

The bittern is a secretive bird found mostly in marshes and extensive reedbeds. The evocative booming sound
of the male is often the only sign of its presence. Over the last century the species has been in steady decline all
across Europe, principally due to the loss of suitable habitats. The UK is no exception. By 1997 the population
had dropped to only 11 booming males and was sure to disappear if nothing was done. Action was immediately
taken to restore the species’ existing habitats and to recreate new reedbeds at strategic locations across the
country so that it could eventually expand its range. The bittern population has increased fivefold in the last
seven years as a result, making it one of Britain’s greatest wildlife success stories.

The Canary Islands have one of the highest levels of plant diversity in the world - over 500 endemic species,
more than in the Galapagos. However, the plants’ restricted distribution makes them very vulnerable to any
changes in their environment. Some species like the Sambucus palmensis are now so rare that simply protecting
their habitats is not, in itself, enough. The Canaries government has therefore started a recovery programme for
these species, taking seeds from wild plants and growing them in special nurseries in order to replant them at
suitable locations on the islands. Already the wild population of Sambucus palmensis has quadrupled in size.
And there is no shortage of places to reintroduce it either: over 30% of the land in the Canaries is designated as

e Natura 2000 in recognition of the islands remarkable biodiversity.




TO FIND OUT MORE ON NATURA 2000:

* log onto the Commission website: http:/
www.europa.eu.int/comm/environment/
nature.htm. Here you will find more
information on how Natura 2000 is put into
practice as well as regular on-line newsletters,
leaflets, reports and posters on Nature 2000.

e contact your local authorities responsible
for nature conservation. Many of them have
on-line databases and interactive maps of
Nature 2000 sites in the region, together with : =
detailed descriptions of the species and ) Faet

habitats they contain. :
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© G. Damiani; Reedbed restoration (UK) © RSPB; Bittern (UK) © P. Vines; Argyranthemum

lidii (ES) © Consejeria de Medio Ambiente del Gobierno de Canarias; Replanting endemic
plants (ES) © Consejeria de Medio Ambiente del Gobierno de Canarias

PAGE 6 Floods, Oxford (UK) © Newquest; Benidorm (ES); Peat extraction (IE) © Bord na
Mona; Intensive agriculture (DE) © D. Miletich/4nature; New motorway (PT) © LPN; Tank
tracks, Salisbury Plain (UK) © MOD; Waste dumping (UK) © Wiltshire Wildlife Trust;
Construction site, Sicily (IT) © DG Regio; Ochre pollution (UK) © P. Wakely/English Nature;
Prestige disaster clean-up operation (ES) © El Correo Gallego PAGE 7 House sparrow (UK)
© D. Kjaer; Brown bear (FI) © J. Luhta; Omphalodes littoralis (FR) © P. Creed; Wildmoor
Heath (UK) © J. Asher; Dartford warbler (UK) © D. Bright; Apollo butterfly (FR) © J. Asher;
Sand lizard (UK) © B. Gibbons/Natural Image

PAGE 14 Coastal meadows (EE) © M. Kose; Dehesas (ES) © Funcacion Global Nature -
Extremadura; Alpine meadows © R. Hoelzl/4nature; Cutting reedbeds (EE) © M.V. Rannap;
Untersee (DE) © E. Stegmaier - RP Freiburg; Fishermen (ES) © Spanish Cetacean Society SEC;

Shepherding, West Miinster (DE) © L. Aschenmeier; Burren, grazing (IE) © www.burrenbeo.com;

Fishermen (EL) © G. Rousopoulos inser Natterjack toad (EE) © M.V. Rannap; Dormouse (UK)
© M. Read; Arctic tern © J. Ruuskanen PAGE 15 Transporting timber, Soderasen NP (SE)
0 0. Fiskesjo; Wooded meadows (LV) © V. Larmanis; White stork (CZ) © J. Hlasek;
Shepherding (FR) © G. Lopez/Wildlife Pictures

PAGE 22 Wardens on Lampedusa (IT) © S. Picchi; Bird Fair (UK) © Lee Valley Regional Park;
Outdoor picnic Yllas (FI) © K. Taskinen; Green days in Romania (RO) © Eurosite; Games for
bearded vulture; German bread (DE); Tatra NP (SK) © Popp & Hackner/4nature; Children’s
ID charts (UK) © Lee Valley Regional Park Authority PAGE 23 Volunteers (UK) © LIFE project

Lowland Limestone Pavements; Encountering Alpine marmots (AT) © H. Schweiger/4nature;

Releasing sea turtles, Lampedusa (IT) © A. Zanetti



Natura 2000 is the most ambitious initiative ever undertaken to conserve Europe’s
rich natural heritage. It enables all 25 countries of the EU to work together to
protect hundreds of our most vulnerable species and habitats across their natural
range in Europe, irrespective of national boundaries. At its heart lies the creation of
an ecological network of sites known as the Natura 2000 Network. Some 18,000
sites have been included in this network so far. Together, they cover almost 20% of
the EU - an area the size of Germany and Italy combined.

Because Natura 2000 is an integral part of our countryside, it is important
that the sites continue to be managed in a way that takes account of the
vulnerable habitats and species present. The aim is not to stop
economic activities altogether but, instead, to set the parameters
by which these can take place whilst safeguarding Europe’s
biodiversity. From the concerned citizen to private
landowners and users, government officials and
conservation groups - everyone has an important

role in making Natura 2000 a success.
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