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RECORDS OF THE PSEUDOSCORPION
NEOBISIUM (BLOTHRUS) SLOVACUM (NEOBISIIDAE) IN CAVES
AND CHASMS OF THE SLOVAK KARST

Vaclav Ducha¢ and Roman Mlejnek

Eutroglobiont  pseudoscorpions  (i.c.  pseudoscorpions  with  highly-evolved
troglomophism: absence of eyes, clongated extrcmities, depigmentation and
desclerotization of the body) of the subgenus Blothrus (genus Neobisium) are typical
members of European invertebrate cave fauna.

The most species are known from caves of the Iberian, Apennine and Balkan pcninsulas
(e. g. Heurtault, 1994). Seven taxa (6 species and 1 subspecies) have been reported from
Carpathian caves (Harvey, 1990; Juberthie et Decu, 1994). Of these, Neobisium (Blothrus)
slovacum, described by Guli¢ka (1977) from Brzotin cave in the Slovak Karst, Slovakia,
was the first eutroglobiont pseudoscorpion found in the Western Carpathians. Because this
is also the northernmost eutroglobiont pseudoscorpion found in Europe (Guli¢ka, 1977;
Duchac, 1966), this species can be regarded as very important {from the zoogeographical, as
well as the biospeleological, point of view.

Recently, additional material was obtained not only from the Brzotin cave (locus
typicus of the N. slovacum species), but also from other caves and chasms of the Slovak
Karst (Fig. 1).

Although resembling Neobisium slovacum closcly, the individuals from the various sites
display a certain variability in the size and proportions of their extremities, as well as in
their chaetotaxy.

This paper gives an overview of sites where these pseudoscopion have been found so
far, along with characteristics of the biotopes. Except for the Brzotin cave, all of the sites
have been newly established and have not been described in the literature. A brief record
has only been prescnted by one of us within the context of the history of discovery of the
beetle genus Duvalius (Mlejnek, 1997).
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Fig. 1  Neobisium slovacum.
Obr. 1 N. (B.) slovacum.
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Fig.2 Distribution of N. (B.) slovacum: a — Plesivec plateau, b — Dolny vrch plateau.
Obr.2 Rozsifeni N. (B.) slovacum: a — PleSivecka planina, b — Dolny vrch
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